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Objectives for Year 4 

Writing Objectives 
 

 I have increased my knowledge of prefixes and suffixes and understand how to use them in 
my writing.   

 I can spell an increasing number of homophones.   
 I am able to spell words that are often misspelt.   
 I know how to use the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular and irregular 

plurals.   
 When using a dictionary, I am able to use the first two or three letters of a word to check its' 

meaning.   
 I can write simple sentences from memory that have been dictated to me, using the correct 

punctuation.   
 In handwriting, I know which letters are appropriate to join.   
 My joined handwriting is legible with all letters the same height and the correct distance 

apart from each other.   
 I plan my writing by looking at similar texts I have written before - discussing the structure 

and vocabulary.   
 I am able to use ideas to plan my writing.   
 I am using an increasing range of sentence structures and richer vocabulary in my writing. 
 I can draft my work into paragraphs.   
 I can organise my writing using different settings, characters and plot.   
 I can organise my writing by using headings and sub-headings.   
 I can edit my own work and that of others and add improvements to the texts.   
 I can edit written work to improve the use of grammar.   
 When I finish a piece of work I will read it through to correct spelling and punctuation errors 

if present.   
 I can read my writing out to an audience in an interesting and clear manner.   
 I use commas after fronted adverbial - such as 'Later that day, I heard the bad news'.   



Writing Objectives Continued 
 

 I know I should not write in the same way that I talk. 
 I can show I know how to correctly use the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns in my 

writing. 
 I can punctuate speech in a text. 
 I can talk about my work using the learning from my Year 4 grammar list. 
 I describe nouns in careful detail when I need to write about a complex object. For exam-

ple, I use 'a dripping, shaggy dog' instead of 'a dog'. 

Reading Objectives 
 

 
 I can use my existing knowledge of a range of different words to help with reading aloud 

and understanding the meaning of new words.   
 I am aware that some words sound different to how they are spelt.   
 I can show you I have understood an increasing wide range of texts I have read.   
 I am able to choose from a range of books that are set out differently but give me the infor-

mation I require.   
 I can use a dictionary to check the meaning of new words.   
 I can talk about different types of stories I have read.   
 I can identify different themes and conventions in a wide range of books I read.   
 I will perform poems and play scripts to read aloud to keep the listener interested.   
 I will discuss words and phrases that interest me.   
 I can recognise different types of poetry.   
 I check what I have read to ensure it makes sense.   
 I ask questions to help me understand more about a book.   
 I use evidence from different parts of the text to support my inferences such as showing 

characters' feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions across the story.   
 I can predict events in stories from what I have read.   
 I can tell what the main ideas in a book are from reading a number of paragraphs.   
 I understand that the way books are set out help the reader to identify the meaning.   
 I can use non-fiction books to find out about things.   
 I can take turns when discussing books I have read, or had read to me and listen to what 

others have to say.   

Speaking and listening 

 

 I listen and respond appropriately to adults and his peers up to the standard of spoken 
language expected by the end of Year 4. 

 I can ask relevant questions to extend my understanding and knowledge up to the stand-
ard of spoken language expected by the end of Year 4. 

 I use relevant strategies to build my vocabulary up to the standard of spoken language ex-
pected by the end of Year 4. 

 



Speaking and listening continued 

 

 I can articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions up to the standard of spoken 

language expected by the end of Year 4. 

 I give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, in-

cluding for expressing my feelings up to the standard of spoken language expected by the 

end of Year 4. 

 I can keep my attention and join in actively in group conversations, staying on topic and 

initiating and responding to comments up to the standard of spoken language expected by 

the end of Year 4. 

 I use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, im-

agining and exploring ideas up to the standard of spoken language expected by the end of 

Year 4. 

 I speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English up to the 

standard of spoken language expected by the end of Year 4. 

 I join in in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 

up to the standard of spoken language expected by the end of Year 4. 

 I can gain, maintain and monitor the interest of a listener up to the standard of spoken lan-

guage expected by the end of Year 4. 

 I consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions 

of others up to the standard of spoken language expected by the end of Year 4. 

What you can do at home to 

help your child progress 

Speaking and Listening 

 Encourage them to speak 

clearly  and at length 

about their ideas. 

 Play memory games, tak-

ing turns to answer ques-

tions about a story or film. 

 Encourage them to join 

clubs, for example, a 

sports team or after 

school club. 

What you can do at home to 

help your child progress 

Reading 

 Read their reading book 

with them daily. 

 Model good reading by 

reading a range of tests to 

your child. 

 Ask them to think about 

the text by asking ques-

tions about why language 

was chosen. 

 When they talk about their 

reading, encourage them 

to refer back to the text to 

find evidence to support 

their views. 

What you can do at home to 

help your child progress 

Writing 

 Ask them to tell you what 

the best features of their 

writing are. 

 Discuss possible im-

provements, for example 

how to include more de-

tail or how to rephrase a 

sentence. 

 Help them to use their 

reading to support them 

as writers, for example, 

look at how the writer us-

es a variety of sentences 

or how they organise a 

paragraph. 



Has your 

child read 

these 

books? 


