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* [ know where and how the Maya live today.

= [ can come with a series of questions to .ask
ahout the M,GME,G, [,OOO ,gea,r/s,,aé,o
= [ can wse evidence to reach .a conclusion, .and
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTCSTUfRTMA
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Maya People

The ancient Maya people were quite a
sophisticated bunch! They developed a
writing and number system; studied
and charted the stars and planets;
invented three complex calendars to
keep track of time; built impressive
temples, palaces, monuments and
cities; skilfully farmed the land and
established a complex political system.

The ancient Maya were a clever,
deeply religious people who valued
intelligence and learning. This helps to
explain how and why they were able
to develop a complex, thriving
civilisation which began over 2000
years ago.
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The Ancient Maya Place in Time

* The Maya civilisation came into being around
2000 BC and cities such as El Mirador became
large and powerful from 300 BC onwards.

* By around AD 900, cities in the rainforest were
abandoned and people moved up north to the
highlands of Guatemala and the Yucatan. This
was because there was an extensive drought in
the area that lasted a long time and people
needed to move out of the rainforest.

* Cities like Chichen Itza were still thriving in AD

1000 and the Maya civilisation was still in
existence in AD 1500.

* It was due to the arrival of the Spanish in the ,
16th century that their ancient cities J‘ell to ruin. S
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Did you know that the top temple has been built at a slight angle? J
This is because only the Gods can be perfect. e
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Nicaragua













Undertake some independent research to answer the questions below...

P dce What food do  What do they
Liko? they grow? wear?

Doiowm lﬁ/ffdm \ﬁﬁai pr,o,du,cbs; What is their
,u,tws of 4 “lzy&u? music like? -
m ~rillages? £
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Today, why do tourists to the areas
that the .,ag,al,i/vzul.? ow does this

impact on their life?



