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The rise of the Olmecs.  Farming villages begin to form across the Maya region. 

1500 BC Olmec civilisation develops and the Maya take on Olmec culture.  

1000 BC The Maya form larger settlements at Copan and Chalchuapa. 

700 BC Mayan writing begins to develop. 

600 BC The settlement at Tikal is formed. 

Mayan calendars are carved into stone. 

300 BC The Maya adopt a monarchy and are ruled by kings. 

100 BC The city of Teotihuacan is founded in the rainforest.  It becomes the centre of trading. 

100 BC The first pyramids are built.  

400 AD Teotihuacan becomes the dominant city. 

600 AD A mysterious event destroys Teotihuacan. 

899 AD Tikal is abandoned. 

900 AD The southern lowland cities collapse. 

Chichen Itza becomes the most powerful city. 

1250 AD Chichen Itza  is abandoned. 

1283 AD Mayapan becomes the capital of the Maya Civilisation. 

The Spanish arrive and bring diseases to the Maya.  Many Maya die. 
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400 AD 

2000 BC 

1517 AD 

925 AD 
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2000 BC The rise of the Olmecs.  Farming villages begin to form across the Maya region. 

1500 BC Olmec civilisation develops and the Maya take on Olmec culture.  

1000 BC The Maya form larger settlements at Copan and Chalchuapa. 

700 BC Mayan writing begins to develop. 

600 BC The settlement at Tikal is formed. 

400 BC Mayan calendars are carved into stone. 

300 BC The Maya adopt a monarchy and are ruled by kings. 

100 BC The city of Teotihuacan is founded in the rainforest.  It becomes the centre of trading. 

100 BC The first pyramids are built.  

400 AD Teotihuacan becomes the dominant city. 

600 AD A mysterious event destroys Teotihuacan. 

899 AD Tikal is abandoned. 

900 AD The southern lowland cities collapse. 

925 AD Chichen Itza  becomes the most powerful city. 

1250 AD Chichen Itza  is abandoned. 

1283 AD Mayapan becomes the capital of the Maya Civilisation. 

1517 AD The Spanish arrive and bring diseases to the Maya.  Many Maya die. 
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