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Learning Ohbjectives

+ To identify the sources of the prime
W’A ,p,owvzjrc #

+ To explain the powers of .and

constraints on th.eﬂ Prime R;m,us,t@r

e o xdzrntg‘xé,thz{/‘unm,om,of,the

Prime




Key Vo.cabulary

Create a politics glossary list




eThe PM has the support of his party bhoth in parliament and in the
country in the form of ordinary memhbers. Since his party has won the
right to gowvern, the PM carries his partys elective .authority with him.

The royal prerogative

eThe reigning .monarch retains (in theory and Law ), the power to carry out the
functions of the head of state, such as commanding the .armed forces. In a
democracy we cannot allow an unelected monarch to exercise these powers .and
50 the authority to exercise these ‘prerogative powers’ is delegated to the PM.

Popular mandate

e Although technically the voters are choosing the MP .and .a party, they are also
conscious that they .are electing .a PM. Research suggest that the leader .of the party
is hecoming more .and imore in important when it .comes to deciding who to ~vote for
at an election. Thus, the wvictoriouws PM can claim to enjoy the authority of the
electorate. This does not apply to PMs who came to .office hetween elections. Thus
weakening their authority. £.g. Major - /990 .and Brown - 2007.

Parliament

eThe PM s the parliamentary leader .and as long as he has the support of a .majority .of the H
of C he can caim parliamentary authority.

eSome PMs have enhanced the power gained with their own personal qualities to .odd to the
four sowurces of outhority:

eMargret Thatcher - enhanced her .authority by hecoming .a dominating personality which w.os
admired and respected.

eTony Blair - seen .as .o charismatic figure thus increasing .outhority and power.




WDBD? - What does Boris do?

TASK:
Mind map
what roles

and powers
ApoaL think .our

Prime M.inister




WDBD? - What .does Boris .do?
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Powers of the PM Constraints

,a,p,p,om,bs,muws,ter/s - claims .of senior W
or inclusion and

pOSLS
- reshuffles cahinet - Lahour PM required to
i ,ca,bm.e,t J.OMTL
v diemissos Wwfﬁiw 5-
Jministers
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hackhenchers!)
+ unintended consequences .o
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/51491032

Powers of the PM
chairs cahbinet meetings

steers, sums up and
determines outcome of

holds hilateral .and informal
meetings with key .ministers
appoints chairs and

members of cabinet
coiruritiees

restructure central
,g,Oszmznt

Constraints

requires caohinet support .on
major or controversiol
AssURS

senior ministers hove
authority and .maoy challenge
the PM?,p,mfef,rzd policy

ohblems may arise i
ﬁrznm;_mu@sz fze,l.ﬁwa

are being ignored

not irwolved in detailed



Powers of the PM Constraints
. authority as the leader * support of party is not

. elected by MPs .and . hility of hackbench
lacad by MPs and parky * 325l f

¢« enjoys a majority in the

House .of Commons

EXAMPLE:
Rebel MPs force parliament .debhate .on Brexit hill



https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/55488234

Public Standing

[

Powers of the PM Constraints

. h(gh p“b“C yor v . ,LULP,O/P,U/LOJ with the
. o cation-in-chief authority

for the gowerrument
. political leaders in of media criticism
times of crisis

© represents Country in
EXAMPLE:
Polls show B.oris is popular than his party



https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/50777190

Prime M.inisters Office

Powers of the PM Constraints

+ Prime Minister'’s Office + Prime Ministers’ Office
prowvides adwvice and has limited resources

Aupporkt (staff, funding)

« hetter enahles PM to . power of other

direct ey .and act E E .
Magnm,r mza/s,uu; f d

adwisers

+ can reorganise the
structwre of the
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WANTED:
Prime Minister for UK

Joh .wadvert asks for ffphm,uom,to be next
et

Prime

Create a jobh advertisement for the post o
#° Prime Muwsierf P /

+ Outline key roles .and responsibilities

» Compile a A0 Apecification
(dwxablz/gzn,uai qualities, skills .and
M,pmien,ce)

» Pay .and conditions (,i,n,du,d,m,g
bzn.efj,bs/perbs)

» Constitutional requirements

. (HUMOUR?)




Things to .include:

Persuwasive wv.ocabulary: Serdence starters:

Extensive Applicants should have
Exceptional Ln .addition

Exemplary Your leadership .can expect .a team
Dedicated The public .needs

Fo.cused Finally...

H.ard w.orking The UK gowvernment needs

Driven Are possionate ahbout

Rememher: CL . , () ? -a closing date -the .qualities needs to he
A Prime Minister  -what .a Prime Minister .might hove to do

Bronze: write at least 2 aphs Silver: write alt least 3
parographs w,rj,gw ﬂ% b paragrophs



